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Decenmber 16, 1913,

Chief eof ingineers, U. 5, Army, Washingten, D, ¢

To The
. 1, This repert covers preliminar
West, Flerida, for m harber of refu
: *luge and n safe anch
The existing project for this harber provides fer an :::5: i, :..'.1...
from the socuth 300 feet wide ot mean low water and 30 featn::l; .::°1
’ L]

removal of the shcals in the anchorage, snd the wmaintenance ef a cha 1
nne

17 feet deep and of sufficient width
g th
SN IREA: L prietsaiy e reugh the Northwest passage, This

Yy examination and survey of "Key

2, Man of Wer Harbor, loceted

Harbor, affords =a commodi;us nnchoriiet::dn::¥:::nft:rte::eizy ;.:t

18 te 25-fect draft., The cemmercisl decks gene:ally lie te th: so::: f
en of Wer Herber. During vieolent scutherly storms, vessels cen net l:o

et these decks but must seek shelter in Man of War ﬁarbor The Naval

Station lies between the cowmercial decks and Fort Tnylor: Except fer

very small vessels, this portien of the harbor affords shelter from

nertherly wicds but is not a safe anchornge during scutherly storus,

3. The cemmerce of Key West ss given by the Key West Beard ef Trede
ameunts teo 227,660 tens feor the year 1912,

4, With reference te o harbor of refuge, Man of War Harber would
appsrently provide abcut all the shelter that is needed for commercisl
purpeses, but this shelter could be grestly extended by measns of suiteble
breskweters at some pecint near Fort Taylor and on the opposite side of the
harber, There has been neo demsnd, however, for the creaticnm of a harbeor
of refuge en the part of cemmerciasl stesmship lines, 1t appesrs that
this investigation was proposed by the limvy Department, which desires e
protected harber for torpede bests and cther small craft. A plan is
suggested by the Nevy Department fer such e herber, which would afferd
a sheltered srea of abeut 47 acres, This would net, however, add any-
thing te the harber frem a cemmercial peint of view,

5., The District Officer states in the repert en preliminary exsmi-
nation that if a sheltered ares in the immediste wicinity of the liavel
Statien is essential fer wilitary purposes, the werk necessary te pro-
vide for this harber should be so designed as te impreve the harber es
much a8 pessible fer commercial purpeses alse, 1n his repert on survey
he submits estimates for the small harber propesed by the Navy Department
in the sum of $300,000. He also submits estimetes fer a harber which
would previde adequately for beth naval and cemmercial purpeses, as
ghown on accompanying trecing, Such e harber is estimeted to cest
4,138,262, Arm D might be omitted sc far as hurriceanes are concerned,
this weuld reduce the cest to §1,550,450.

8 District Officer states that the cost of e harber designed
retecti eral commerce and for navel purpeses is net
; woer cial or ortance of

O Bes o o0

ant militery i

' |

er, he expresses ne reccomendation in regard
on Engineer agrees with the District Officer that

- West ot sufficient tc warrent the censtructien
' nd he believes that the questicn eof
i for the smeller class of naval

' e Navy Department.

ing their views
t have been
U.5.8., appesared
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