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‘From: Chief, Buresu of Yards and Docks 31 AUG‘\QSB

To: Chief of Naval Operstions

Subj: U. 5. Naval Station, Key Viest, Florida; Informetion
concerning islend formed by dredge deposit in the
vieinity of

Encl: (1) U. S, Coast and Geodetic Survey idap showing
Key Viest area

1, As the result of joint efforts by the Department of
the Army and the Department of the Navy in 1943 en islend |
conteining approximately 39 acres was creasted in Frankfort |
Bank as a result of the deposit of spoil from dredging \
operatlons. This work was accomplished by the use of

Nevy funds. Enclosure (1) delineates the location of this |
islend with respect to the Naval Station, Key West, Florida. |
In September 1951, the State of Florida through its Trustees
of Internal Uevelopment Fund, advertised this island for sale
although the Department of the Havy by letter tc the Trustees
objscted to the sale upon the basis of Federal ownership.
Hevertheless, the State of Floride conveyed the island to

e privete individual for the sum of %71.00 per acre.

2, By previocus correspondence the Commanding Officer of
the Naval Base, Key VWest and the Commandant, Sixth Naval |
District have advised the Bureau that this islend 1s {
strategic in the operations of the subject facility and !
thet private ownership thereof Is extremely undesireble

for security reasons. JIn previous years this Bureau has s
endeavored to ascertaln the ownership of the island by corres-
pondence with the Department of the Interior, Bureau of Land
Kanagement, and the Trustees of Internal Development Fund of
Florida.

3. It is the opinion of this Bureau that: (1) if this is-
land was built up for Federsl use title to such land remains
in the United States; or (2) if it cannot be established that
the islend was bullt up for Federzl use the end result will
be that the Havy is left without a strong argument on which
to claim the island, and therefore, action to acquire this
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island by condemnation proceeding should be considered.

It would appear that under provisicn (1) avove the 1.9.v3
would have a difficult time in proving that this islan

was built up for Federal use, inasmuch as the records
indicate that the only reason for the establishment of

the island in 1943 was & site for the deposit of spoil.

Tt appears, therefore, that it will be necessary to acquire
this island by condemnation proceedings.

4, The proposed Fiscal Year 1958 MCON program includes an
item for the scquisition of this island (39 acres) at an
estimated cost of $12,000 as a site for a Havy Fuel Supply
Depot, However, this Bureau has been informally advised .
that this ltem may have a low priority and that it ma:,' be
dropped from this proposed programe.

5 In view of the foregoing information it is recommended
‘that the item for the acquisition of the subject island at
& cost of $12,000 be retained in the proposed Fiscal Year
1958 MCOXN program.
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