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PAGE ONE COMMENTARY

Former City Commissioner
Ed Scales: Is He Appeliate
Judge Material?

WAS HE PART OF A SCHEME TO

by Dennis Reeves Cooper

Local attorney and former
city commissioner Ed Scales,
wants to be a judge— but not
just a local county or circuit
judge, who have to be elected
by the people every few years.
He wants to be a big-deal ap-
pellate judge, sitting on the
Third District Court of Appeal
in Miami. Appointment at that
level is, for all practical pur-
poses, a prestigious, well-paid
job for life.

And hewants one of those
seats so badly that he has ap-
plied for the job four times in

SCAM THE STATE

LEGISLATURE

TO PROTECT HIS CLIENT’S

MONOPOLY IN TH
TOUR BUSINESS?

the past five years.

The way the selection
process works is that a Judicial
Nominating Committee (JNC)
screens the applicants and
sends the governor a short list.
Then the governor makes the
appointment.

We here at KWTN have
known Scales for years, even

E LOCAL

before he moved here from
Lakeland. He is very likable.
In fact, he is one of that genre
of soft-spoken lawyers— like
defrocked attorney Jim Hen-
drick— who can convince you,
in just minutes, that whatever
is good for one of his clients is
also good for you.

See SCALES, page 6

It’s Still Adopt-a-
Cat Month at the

Shelter

JUNEISADOPT-A-CAT MONTH and that means that all adop-

tions of adult cats and kittens are free during June, thanks to a
privatedonor whois underwriting expenses. But as June comes to
an end, shelter officials have announced that free adoptions will
be continued through July. All the cats that are up for adoption
have been spayed or neutered, microchipped and are up-to-date
with their shots. The shelter at 5230 College Road on Stock Island
isopen from 10a.m. to 6 p.m., Monday through Friday, and from
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. on Saturdays. Info: (305) 294-4857.

SPECIAL REPORT

Who Really Owns Wisteria Island?

by Naja Girard

You'renotgoing tobelieve
this one! Back in September of
1951, when the State of Florida
sold Wisteria Island to then-
State Representative Bernie
Papy Sr, the U.S. Navy filed
a formal objection to the sale,
claiming the United States, not

the State of Florida, owned the
island.

This, of course, isbignews
for the group of concerned
citizens opposing increased
development potential for the
island. The Navy letter is not
just a cloud on the title, “It’s
a typhoon. A category 5 ty-

phoon!” says Sloan Bashinsky,
one of several vocal opponents
to Wisteria Island’s owners’
(the Bernstein and the Walshes)
plans.

It all started with one
simple observation: There is
a straight line of spoil islands
just west of Key West Harbor.

Each of those islands belongs
to the US government: Split
Rock Key, Tank Island (sold by
the US Navy to Pritim Singh),
Fleming Key, Demolition Key.
Like WisteriaIsland, all of those
islands were created by the U.S.
Navy.

Wisteria Island, however,

wassold by the State of Florida.
So the question is: When and
how did the State end up with
that one island?

The minutes of the debate
at the state level reveal that at
the time of the sale, the Navy
intervened and made a strong

See WISTERIA, page 4
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by Kimberley Denney

Actually, I loathe a pa-
rade. Remember when they
used to be fun? Like, when
people didn’t value their own
self-worth by the number of
cheap beads hanging from
their necks?

I think my excitement
about parades started to dim
about 10 years ago during
Gasparilla in Tampa, when I
was more preoccupied by the
assholes who brought their
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I Hate a Parade

poor dogs to a crowded scene
chock full of canons blasting
every five seconds. It was hor-
rible. I haven’t been to Gaspa-
rilla since.

But then youmoveto Key
West and you are like totally
psyched to finally live here
during Fantasy Fest, no longer
a sucker who has to pay $300/
night at the Days Inn.

You think you have re-
ally hit the big time when you
are asked to participate in the
parade. You get to wear a re-
ally cool costume that ends up
costing a fortune and which,
try as you might, you'll only
wear once and end up selling
at a yard sale for $30. But who
cares? Nomore getting elbowed

418 Appelrouth Lane

PARADISE

and trampled in the crowd. You
are part of the show.

Andnothing can describe
the feeling as you turn onto
Duval from Front St. and see
the masses crammed behind
barricades, waiting for you.
They love you. Really, it’s not
because youhave 1,000 pounds
of beads at the ready.

Ok, maybe part of itis the
beads. And itis totally cool wei-
lding the power of cheap plastic.
But the novelty wears off by
the time you reach Antonia’s
in the 600 block of Duval. After
two consecutive years of find-
ing helpful guys to crowd surf
you over the barricades in your
quest for a nice bathroom and
an ice cold dirty martini, you
think that perhaps you and a
parade are not a match made
in heaven.

Until one of your GBFs
invites you tobe part of the Gay
Pride Parade. Now, this will be
much more civilized. For one,
it's way shorter than Fantasy
Fest. You will be in an air con-

www.kwin.com

ditioned vehicle that contains
your fun friendsand yourmom,
who you’ve encouraged to stay
an extra night because being in
a parade is going to be like, the
best vacation story ever.

You were going to have
to drive the vehicle, which is
fine, except your friend doesn’t
think you can go the whole day
withoutdrinking and organizes
a driver who is supposed to be
really cool and fun.

Except you find out too
late that your driveris Mommie
Dearest. And not campy fun
Christopher Peterson as Joan
Crawford Mommie Dearest.
We're talking Mean Mommie
from Hell.

Our goal after leaving the
parade launching point was to
get to Courthouse Deli, where
we’d let my mom out on a beer
run. None of the three Muriels
in the car (me, Scott McCarthy
and Susan Campbell, a/k/a

See KIMBERLEY, page 5
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Candidate Forum
Set for Monday

Ready or not, here comes Election 2011— and the Home-
town! Political Action Committee has scheduled the first candi-
date forum for this coming Monday, June 27, at Salute Restaurant
on Higgs Beach. Social period at 5 p.m.

Candidates who have declared that they are running for
election or reelection, as well as potential candidates who may
bejust “testing the water,” have been invited to attend and speak
briefly at this event, starting at 5:30 p.m.

Four City Commission seats are up for grabs this year—the
District 2 seat, currently occupied by Mark Rossi; the District
4 seat, currently held by Barry Gibson— who is not running
for reelection; and the District 5 seat, currently occupied by
Teri Johnson. Mayor Craig Cates is also running for reelection
this year. Three incumbents on the Utility Board are also up for
reelection.

All candidates must qualify by noon on August 19. The
general election is on October 4 and if any runoffs are required,
that election is scheduled for November 8.

Word Lists Available
for Spelling Bee

It’s time to help your kids prepare for the 4th Annual
Frederick Douglass Community Center Summer Spelling Bee!
Word lists are available until Monday, June 27, at the Frederick
Douglass Community Center, 111 Olivia St. The Center is open
Monday through Friday from 11 a.m. until 8 p.m.

The spelling bee is scheduled for August 5. The contest is
opentoallchildrenages9to 16 years ofage. See Mrs. Gwendolyn
Sommers, Mr. Charles Major, Mr. James Murphy or Mr. William
Stafford for the word list. Call 293-8305 for more information.
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CALL ME
TO LIST YOUR

PROPERTY

RECENT SOLDS
& PENDINGS

6800 Maloney SOLD in 96 Days
3327 Donald Avenue-SOLD
210 Golf Club Drive-SOLD
3930 5 Roosevelt-Pending
3029 N Roosevelt-Pending
21 Beechwood-Pending
903-905 Catherine-Sold 120 Days
1901 Flagler-Listed & Sold in 12 Days
1314 10th Street-Sold 54 Days
3747 Paula Ave-Sold 121 Days
901 Catherine-Under Contract & Sold in 10 Days
1721 Washington-Sold in 72 Days

NEW LISTINGS
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Wisteria

FROM page 1
and unequivocal claim to own
Wisteria Island.

Under the State’s policy,
such a claim would usually put
a halt to the sale until the issue
was resolved. Curiously, in the
case of Wisteria Island, the State
officials, under the direction of
the Florida Attorney General,
decided to go ahead with the
sale,butadded a “buyer beware”
caveat: The sale, in the amount
of $2,769 was confirmed— so
long as the buyer was “willing
to take the risk of condemnation
by the Government. In the event
the title fails, the Trustees will be
required torefund purchase price
of the land.”

This bold decision on
the part of the State— to sell a
property it did not necessarily
own—may have comeaboutdue
totheidentity of theisland’s first
purchaser—none other than, the
legendary Bernie Papy Sr.

According to Monroe
County historian Tom Ham-
bright, Mr. Papy was known as
the “King of the Keys” and was
an extremely influential figure
here as well as in Tallahassee
where he had, by the time the
sale of Wisteria was confirmed,

“All Things
Key Lime:
Open Daty, %am - fpm

200 EErabeth S, Key West
305-296-0806 www.bey I‘I"i.'.':-'l.-"|i‘4i"l

been a State Representative for
more than 17 years.

Apparently,back then, the
Keys' real estate craze included
buying up baybottom landsand
filling them in with dredged
materials to create bigger and
better waterfront properties.
In the case of Wisteria Island,
the filling-in had already been
done, thanks to the US Navy:.

For Mr. Papy, this particu-
lar investment turned out to be
extremely lucrativeindeed. Ac-
cording to a February 24, 1966,
Key West Citizen article, Papy
had flipped the island (about
three or four years after his
purchase) selling it to Wisteria
Inc. for $55,000 (which equates
toabout$950,000 of profit—ad-
justed for today’s economy).

Key Westers loved Bernie
Papy Sr. According to Ham-
bright, Papy would sit behind
ahuge old style desk and when
locals would come into his of-
fice sheepishly asking for help,
perhaps unable to pay their
overduerent, Papy would open
anold shoeboxhe keptstashed
away, and hand over a twenty
dollar bill— always ready to
lend a hand.

He was invariably re-
elected and served for 14 con-
secutive terms.

Statewide, Papy is per-
haps best known for his con-
troversial opposition to the
“bookie bill” which would
have put a damper on the local
gambling industry.

In 1966, it appears that
David Wolkowsky, bought

ANOTHER JUNE
SPECIAL A
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into Wisteria Inc. According to
Roger Bernstein, Wolkowsky,
lacking funds to finish up the
construction of bathrooms at
the Pier House, had secured a
loan from Roger’s father, Benja-
min Bernstein. Wisteria Island
was set aside as collateral and
the Bernsteins “reluctantly”
ended up with ownership of
the island in 1967.

So, where does this leave
us in our search for an answer
to our question: Who owns
Wisteria Island?

The Navy has taken a
position in opposition to in-
creasing development rights
on Wisteria, with a “less is
better” formal policy on the
issue. Ron Demes, Executive
Director/Business Manager,
Naval Air Station Key West, is
currently looking into the 1951
Navy claim of ownership of
the island.

According to Demes, the
Navy turned over ownership
of several spoil islands in the
Keys to the State of Florida,
back in the 1980s. But, typi-
cally, these transactions were
done on a case-by-case basis.
So far, no paperwork has sur-
faced that would show that
the Navy formally withdrew
their 1951 claim of ownership
of Wisteria.

For those who are eager
to see Don Bilodeau succeed
in his challenge to Roger Bern-
stein’s trespass prosecution, the
Navy claim seems promising.
Bilodeau is a fisherman and
arguably the first person toever
be prosecuted for walking the
beach of Wisteria Island.

They question whether

CONTINUED on next page
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Wisteria

FROM page 4

Bernstein had any right to post
No Trespassing signs on the
island and whether he should
be required to have his own at-
torneysresolve the civil dispute
over titlebefore trying to use the
criminal justice system against
Bilodeau.

According to local land
useattorney, Lee Rohe, the Navy
claim also poses a problem for
any future development of
Wisteria Island.

In 1967, when the Bern-
steins acquired the island, they
knew or should have known
through due diligence, of the
risk they were taking. The Na-
vy’s claim had been on record
in the deed file since 1951.

Apparently, that claim is
stillverymuchalive. “Aprivate
person can not claim fee simple
title to land owned by the State
of Florida or the United States
through a claim of adverse pos-
session,” explains Rohe.

Some County Commis-
sioners have become aware
of the problem. How will this
affect future development of
Wisteria Island? Platting and
selling newly created parcels
to unsuspecting buyers could
resemble a borderline business
operation. What would their
title insurance look like?

The currentMonroe Coun-
ty zoning laws allow only two
homes to be built on the island.
Roger Bernstein’sattorneysand
lobbyists continue pounding the
County withrepeated demands
for loophole zoning— most
recent plans revealed a push
for 75 buildings, including 85
hotel rooms,amarina,abarand
restaurant and even a marine
hardware store.

Only one thing is certain.
Wisteria Island seems to have
a way of slowly but surely lur-
ing old skeletons out of their
closets.

najagirard@yahoo.com
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Kimberley

FROM page 2

The Waterloosers) could make
the run because we were go-
ing to be jumping out of the
car periodically to perform
part of the ABBA routine we’d
just performed during the Mr.
Pride contest the previous Fri-
day night. An act sure to make
any mother proud. Surely.

We were in costume and
had our ABBA CD ready for
blaring. First, our driver was
a little overly polite, letting
non-paradetrafficinfrontof us
and into the paradeline. WTE?
However when we asked her
to stop for five seconds so
my mom could jump out, she
refused.

Alcohol is a most vital
elementinany parade,and my
mom literallyjumped from the
moving vehicle and saved the
day. After she jumped, Mean
Mommie decided that now
she would once again come
to full stops . . . in order to let
more non-parade traffic into
the parade. I'm sure she was
disappointed to realize that
my momwould catchup toher
during one of these stops and
thusnothave tojumpbackinto
a moving vehicle. Ha! Score
one for the Muriels.

Iasked Mean Mommie to
turn up the music, which was
barely audible in the backseat.
Afterall, Waterloowas playing
and this was our gig. Our big
moment. She ignored me. I
asked her to set the song on a
loop. She ignored me. So I put
myself on a loop and kept re-
peating my requests over and
over. She was the only one in
the car who didn’t hear me.
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Then she started fiercely
demanding beads from the
backseat, which she was throw-
ing into the crowd with a ven-
geance. It was bizarre. We were
trying to hold some beads back
until we got to Bourbon and
801. This being the GAY PRIDE
PARADEand all. She was super
pissed when we got to Fleming
St.and was told we were out of
beads. She then demanded that
Scott go to the partner car in
front of us to pilfer beads from
their stash.

What she didn’t know is
thatweall schemed towithhold
a bag of beads each, and we
were going to jump out of the
car in the 800 block and hand
beads to the gays. Until then
I focused on my warm beer,
and it suddenly occurred to
me that Mean Mommie didn’t
even have the air conditioning
on! Ok, it was only about a mil-
lion degrees. And she wouldn’t
turn it on. I couldn’t help but

CONTINUED on next page
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Kimberley

FROM page 5

vocalize thatIwanted to punch
her in the back of the head. I
really, really did, but my mom
wouldn’t let me.

So now we were all
drenched with sweat, and an-
gry. We decided to jump out of
the car and do our Waterloo.
Naturally you could not hear
the song outside the car and
we looked ridiculous (because
we absolutely would not have
looked ridiculous if you heard
the music). We all demanded
that she crank the music. She
put her fingers to her ears and
vigorously shook her head no.

Seriously.

Once I get myself worked
up into a fury I can’t let go. I
reached in the car and grabbed
my beads. I could not be con-
tained for five more seconds
with this crazy bitch who totally
rained on our parade.

I was so sweaty that my
afro pigtail wig kept sliding off
my head— and I do not look
good with sweaty wig head.
My beads were tangled. I had
onebeer coozieto giveaway. So
what do you think my reaction
was when this jackass walked
into the paradeand said, “Yeah,
I'm gonna need two coozies,
one for me, and one for my
girlfriend.”

Umhi, doIlooklike Burg-
erKing? You'rejust gonna walk
up tome and place your order?
Without even asking nicely or

COFFEEMILL

DANCE STUDIO
Offering Ballet, Jazz, Hip Hop,

Penny Leto, Director

Zumba, Yoga and More this
summer for Teens to Adults
and Children

916 Pohalski Street, Key West, Florida

305.296.9982 = www.coffeemilldance.com

saying please?Idon’tthinkso.l
snarled and told him to getsome
manners. Which I think was
pretty nice of me considering
the mood I was in.

The further I walked,
the more demanding people
became, chanting for beads.
Nobodysmiled. Nobody asked.
They just demanded. So now I
was also pissed at the lack of
parade etiquette. I have to say,
bead beggers are way nicer
during Fantasy Fest. And that’s
saying something.

Fortunately at this point
I found friends in the crowd,
shoved my beads at them,
caught up to the car and
grabbed my purse. Yes, I left
my mom in the car with Mean
Mommie and I walked away
from the parade.

Minutes later mom and
the Muriels caught up to
me, box of beers in hand. We
downed whatwe had and went
our separate ways.

I was trying to let it all
go. We stopped for a minute
to watch the rest of the parade
when along came the Island
House float, which consisted
of a bunch of guys in tiny
bathing suits shooting water
uzis into the crowd. Not sure
if I've ever mentioned that if
there’s one thing I hate in life,
it is to be sprayed in the face
with water.

Naturally, one of those
hardbodied mofos was aiming
right at me. I know he could
make out the words I was say-
ing: don’t you fucking dare.
But he dared alright. And he
had great aim. Pow, right in
the kisser.

Never again.

bitchinparadise@earth-
link.net
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Scales

FROM page 1

Althoughwewouldnever
predict whether or not Scales
might make the JNC’s short
list and, then, whether or not
Governor Rick Scott might
appoint him— we can report
that history is against Scales.
A Monroe County resident has
never been selected to serve on
the Third DCA.

Scales did make the short
list last year, but lost out to a
Miami-Dade County circuit
judge.

But likable or not, Ed
Scales carries some serious bag-
gage. Backin 2004, he allegedly
attempted tousehis position on
the city commission to scam the
legislature to benefit one of the
clients of his law firm.

Also,wehavesomeissues
with him concerning his tenure
as chairman of the board of
trustees at Florida Keys Com-
munity College.

Here’s the story on the
alleged attempt to scam state
legislators in Tallahassee. As
the Ripley people say down on
Duval Street, you can believe
it or not.

In 2004, the Duck Tours
Seafari v. the City of Key West
lawsuit had been working its
way through the courts since
1996. The lawsuit argued that
city officials had illegally put
the Ducks (amphibious WWII
vehicles) out of the tourbusiness
in order to protect a tour busi-
ness monopoly for the Conch
Tour Trainand Old Town Trolley
Tours—both owned by Historic
Tours of America (HTA).

Atthattime, HTA wasnot
only one of Ed Scales’ clients, he
was HTA's general counsel.

On March 17, 2004, the
Third DCA ruled that the city’s
contract with HTA, which gave
that company a tour busi-
ness monopoly in Key West,
was unconstitutional and that
cleared the way for the Ducks
togototrial. Ultimately, the city
had to pay the owners of the
Ducks more than $8 million in

CONTINUED on next page
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FROM page 6

damages and to allow competing
tour companies to use the streets
of Key West.

But back in 2003, city offi-
cials— including City Commis-
sioner Scales— could see the
writing on the wall. So, in Sep-
tember 2003, the city commission
adopted a resolution requesting
thatthelegislatureamend thelaw
that regulates commercial traffic
to give the City of Key West im-
munity from lawsuits that might
arise concerning permits, licenses
or franchises that may be issued
by the city toregulate sightseeing
operations on city streets.

Scales told us this week that
he and all the other commission-
ers and the mayor supported the
resolution.

Apparently they did like it.
Alot. Infact, they liked itsomuch
thatthey didn’tfeel thatthey even
had to discuss itin public. Scales
said he recalls that the resolution
passed on the consent agenda.

Actually, we can’t really
blame the city commissioners and
the mayor for liking that resolu-
tion. They knew that they were
facing a real possibility of having
to shell out millions of dollars in
damages to the owners of Duck
Tours Seafari.

In Tallahassee, the propo-
nents of this bill referred to it as
just a little traffic control bill that
simply “reaffirmed” state policy.
Opponents of the bill, including
Deputy Majority Whip Jeff Kott-
kamp, pointed out that there was
no such state policy to reaffirm
and, in any event, the bill had
almost nothing to do with traffic
control.

In a written statement sent
to KWTN this week, Scales said
thathe wasinvited to Tallahassee
to testify before a house com-
mittee as a city commissioner on
behalf of the City of Key West.

“At the hearing, I gave
truthful, accurate testimony as to
why Ithought that the legislation
was good public policy which
would benefit the city and would
benefit other municipalities in
Florida,” Scales said.

But our bitch with Attorney

LETTERS GONPUTER RE
keywestuppart Sxprymel com

Cabbies & Commissions

I have been driving cabs in Key West since 1987. I find it
quite ironic that some of the so called “United Cab Drivers of
Key West,” who work as independent contractors, have not
been resourceful enough to establish their own clientele. Many
businesses in this town (and other places) pay commissions for
everything. The big cab companies in town have paid hotels,
airlines, and businesses in the past for exclusivity.

It is a well known fact that the cab company’s dispatch-
ers are “tipped out” by the drivers who hope, by doing so, will
result in the more lucrative dispatched calls.This has always
gone on since I have been working the cabs.

I also wonder if the “United Cab Drivers of Key West” are
still paying the dispatcher for the next run to Miami.

Josh Grob

Key West

Scales here is that he did not
happen tomention to the com-
mittee that passage of the bill
would also be of great benefit
tohisclient, HTA—and thathe
was HTA's general counsel.

Hetold ushereat KWTN
that he did not disclose his lu-
crative relationship with HTA
to the committee because, he
said, it was not relevant. We
guess that we will just have to
see if those who are advising
the governor onappointments
to the Third DCA will agree
that Scales’ lack of disclosure
is relevant.

In any event, by the time
that Scales testified before the
committee in Tallahassee, the
top lawmakers had figured
out the attempted scam. In a
letter to Speaker of the House
Johnnie Byrd, Kottkamp said
that the real purpose of the bill

was to try to get the House of
Representativesinvolved in the
Duck Tours Seafarilawsuit that,
atthattime, wasstill working its
way through the courts.

Once the scam was un-
covered, the bill was sent the
House Judiciary Committee for
“further study.” And you prob-
ably know whatthatmeans. The
billjustdisappeared, nevertobe
seen again.

NOTE: We're out of time
and space for thisissue. Butnext
week, we’ll tell you (or remind
you) about the role that would-
bejudge Ed Scales playedin try-
ing to protect the Bubba culture
at Florida Keys Community
College while serving on the
board of trustees at the college.
Stay tuned.

For a Fresh New Look
REDECORRTE IN A DAY

using existing furnishings
Lybrand Redesign
Aso: Stogingfor Resole
Move-ing  Organiang
305-292-2682 Frroroee |

4

]
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CENTENNIAL BANK
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MICHAEL JONES
18 TEARS LOCAL EXPERIENCE
31 YEARS N KEY WEST
194-0763 » MON-FRI, 104

LIVEN UP
YOUR PARTY!

DJ * Karacke
*The Captain Blues Show*
OR
- Any Combination of the Above!

The usi: of Today & Yesterday
On Site Photograher Available
Matted, Glossy Prints On Location

For Booking & Info, Call Laurine at 305-304-1142

513 Southard Street, Key West ¢  294-2542

Integrity » Reliability * Experience

PORTER ALLEN

COMPANY

General Insurance

Insurance Since 1891

ATTN: RENTAL

PROPERTY OWNERS!

Need a reliable Key West
property management team?

Call Sally O’Boyle Realty
305-395-4861

If you get voicemail, don't be discouraged!
We will call you right back. Thank you.

= Long list af wissfied landlord clients
* Long list of satisfied tenant customers
= Excellont system in place
= Ten years experience
: “f * Immediately responsive to landlords’ and tenants’ needs
Visit: www.so-real.oom for rates & detadls,

click on “Alout ]-"nh]u'rl!:.- .'ilanu.gclnl.:nl!"in the left-hand column
undler Categories
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RHONDA

by Rhonda Linseman-Saunders

It's so hard to get through thatlast week at work
before a vacation, isn’t it? It’s hard even if you love
your job. That’s the boat I'm in.

There’s really no such thing as a true vacation
from this job, though. I'll be working remotely, albeit
extrasuper efficiently, leaving deadline day to theboss
and the art director. Actually, I can’t think of anybody
I know—in any profession—who really leaves work,
entirely, even on vacation. But I'll be off the rock for
a while, and that’s all the break I need.

One reason I know I'm ready for this respite is
that my tolerance for morons has worn thin. No, ithas
wornout. If toleranceis thebarrier of cartilage between
morons and me, we're now bone on bone as a result
of strenuous, frequent interaction. It’s painful.

Forexample, inrecent weeks some guy has writ-
ten to us several times, in an increasingly demanding
tone, imploring, and finally commanding us to publish
his letter to the editor in full. We didn’t print it for
various reasons. It was long and difficult to extract
specific meaning from, for one thing.

Regardless, in last week’s KWTN my boss gra-
ciously explored this guy’s issue (on page one, no
less) and coupled it with the topic of why we don’t
publish letters to the editor on demand. Personally, I
felt the boss went too easy on him, especially consid-
ering the jerkwad’s approach to getting his message
out, but whatever.

This guy is such a coward that he doesn’t even
sign his rants with his name, but he does cc: other
people on his neverending emails.

Off the top of my head, I recall thathe has copied
Bill Hoebee (local popular radio dude), Mark Howell
of Solares Hill,and Dave Barry (yup, that Dave Barry).
Yes, I'm certain that our refusal to meet daily (some-
times multiple times per day) demands to print an
anonymous letter to the editor will be Miami Herald
front page news. Delusional much?

Imustered a final ounce of patience for him and
took the time to suggest he start a blog where he can
print his daily rants and demands in full. I suggested
that, outside of therapy, his own blog would be the
most appropriate way to work through his hostility
and misogyny. That’s correct, misogyny. The guy can’t
decide if I'm too young, or just too female to fathom
his genius. Which is odd because my boss is, well, an
old man, and he’s no more interested in publishing
the letter than I am.

Here’s a tiny sample of his persuasive writing:
“Miss Rhonda, Thank you for a revealing insight
into the feminine side of KW journalism. Certainly
reminds us of ‘Men are from . . . Women are from’;
and ‘Where KW women journalists might be coming
from.” When the truth does not flatter a woman, she

Cabby con Crazy

often finds the truth taunting. Men find the truth a
constant. Women make of the truth a variable.”

God, you nailed it Ass Breath—if only you’'d
said that you think I have beautiful eyes, I'd have
giggled, blushed, and printed your letter in full.
And, you big smart man, just how am I supposed to
understand all those clever references and earth-shat-
tering insights into gender and journalism without a
penis to guide me?

Maybe it's because I'm in the homestretch
before my vacation, but the overriding reaction I'm
experiencing, really, isamusement. And it’s not even
the kind of amusement that’s mixed with annoyance,
like when Bubba called my husband to threaten him
to “reel in his fucking wife” after a short series of
FKCC stories he didn’t like. But at least that guy left
his real name and owned his crazy, which I'm pretty
sure was just temporary.

This mostrecentwhackjob doesn’tsign hisname.
Ever.Instead, hehasapparently created /fabricated an
organization he’s calling United Key West Cabdriv-
ers, and signs all his emails using only that “group’s”
email address as a signature.

He ends most of his long-winded, incoherent
emails with some variation on “PRINT OUR LETTER
IN FULL. DO IT NOW.” Yup, no more Mr. Nice Guy.
It’s all fun and games until some woman doesn’t do
what you done told her to do. You ‘aint gonna tell
me again, are you, Mr. Anonymous Coward Rep-
resentative of Fabricated Organization Claiming to
Speak for Key West Cab Drivers. Yeah, let me get
right on that.

Key West Cab Drivers: Does this guy really repre-
sent you? Somehow I doubt it. Butif so, and if you've
got something legitimate to accomplish, I'd consider
replacing your PR guy, like two months ago.

And if this guy does not actually represent Key
West cab drivers, let him know that you want him to
shut his rotting pie hole and speak for himself, not
for you. Here’s the address he’s using: unitedkwcab-
drivers@yahoo.com.

Just leave me out of it for a few weeks. I'll be
far, far away.

Rhonda@kwin.com

tweeting @rhondasaunders N

www.kwin.com

MATT

GARDI

The
Sunshine Flaw

I'm not a fan of the Sunshine Law. Oh, don’t
get me wrong, I love the intent of the Law, just not
the law itself. You see very often politicians in the
interest of appearance “solve” a problem by creating
legislation, then pat themselves on the back, give
themselves accolades and add the accomplishment
to their campaign rhetoric. Regardless of whether or
not they actually resolved the problem.

In the case of the Sunshine Law, who could argue
with trying to stop public officials from conducting
business behind closed doors, or working back room
deals? But as with many of these feel good laws, it
only serves to keep legal peoplelegal. Those intenton
doing back room deals will continue to do so simply
because the parties involved and benefiting from the
meeting behind closed doors wouldn’tturneach other
in. It is also important to note that the legislature in
all it’s great concern, exempted themselves from the
law. Go figure.

Sowhat does thatleave us with? Those trying to
abideby thelaw have to struggle with understanding
it,abiding by it,and need to worry about the occasional
minor slip up. That slip up then becomes the fodder
of political opponents, and a consumption of time for

See GARDI, page 17
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KEY WEST THIS WEEK

‘* ENTERTAINMENT e EATING & DRINKING ¢ NIGHTLIFE ® EVENTS e ARTS

Rock Solomon Paul Deakin at Hog’s Breath
at Finnegan’s

ROCK SOLOMON will be
at Finnegan’s Wake tonight,
Friday, June 24. The music
starts at 8.

DRUMMER PAUL DEAKIN, one of the original members of the Mavericks, will be playing the Hog’s Breath
Saloon’s late-night gig, 10 pm-2am, through Sunday, June 26, with his band Fanny Pak.

X

George
Victory
atthe *
Schooner
Wharf Bar

Robert and Michelle
at the Hogfish

ROBERT DOUGLAS and MICHELLE DRAVIS will be performing
together tonight, Friday, June 24, at the Hogfish Bar & Grill on Stock
Island. BUBBA K has the Saturday night gig. Showtime is 6 ‘til 10 both GEORGE VICTORY and the Observant Band will be at the Schooner Wharf Bar tonight and tomorrow night,
nights. Friday and Saturday, June 24-25, 7 ‘til midnight.
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FINNEGAN'S HAS A BACKUP GENERATOR.
WHEN THE POWER GOES OUT, WE'LL BE OPEN!

g0 GHINNELL St. 305 293-0222
KEY WEST FL. 33040 | www.keyvwestirish.com
o B :

2 for 1 on well drinks
Happy Hour 4-7 12am 2am
Beer Specials

FULL MENU TIL 1 am
MONTHLY FEATURED MENL EXTENSIVE VEGETARIAN AND KIS MENL
SMOKING
Try our
g English style Curries

Dine in with us during happy hour
& enjoy our 8 oz Certified
Angus Beef Burger for §$5
Don't eat meat?
Try our $§5 Mean Bean Vegan Burger

Tuesday Pub Quiz
at 7:00
Wednesday Dine in & enjoy
1/2 off Veggie Menu
Live Music Weekends

1/z Offk Colcannonballs
Dine In Only

Finnegan’s Now Delivers
7 Days a Week, 11am - Midnight
Call 293-0222 For Details

www.kwin.com

MUSIC ON THE ROCK

Joey Gilmore
at Turtle Kraals

JOEY GILMORE returns to Turtle Kraals tonight and tomorrow night,
Friday and Saturday, June 24-25. Showtime is 5 ‘til 9 both nights.

A Classic

MR Duval St. Bar

MJE_}_lELI.E
” DRAVIS

RARE VIERANCY ACOUSTIC ADVENTURE
‘_ ENERGETIC SULTRY SOULFUL FCLEFUNKY CIVA

sl OCHS WITHOUT WARNING STEERING

WARIETY WITH DEPTH DRIVING IT

LIHE TS5 STOLEN CHE GUITAR
CHE NOTE & CEIE BEER SUM OLD SUM
FRESH BUT ALL THE BESTI
PREFARE TO LAUGH SING § DRINK
TIL YA CANT THINE!

Sun. June 26 @ Epm
& Tues - Thurs. June 28 - gﬂ @ 8pm
525 Duval Street
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MUSIC ON

THE ROCK

Live Music on the Island

KEY WEST IS FAMOUS FOR ITS LIVE
MUSIC. HERE’S A LISTING OF SOME
OF THE TOP MUSIC VENUES IN THE
SOUTHERNMOST CITY

EDITOR’S NOTE: Music
schedules are subject to change
without notice. To be included
in this listing, venues may email
music schedules to entertain-
ment@kwin.com by end of day
Monday.

Bobalu’s, next door to the
Green Parrot, is theisland’snewest
music venue. Live music all week-
end. This evening, Friday, June 24,
The Joneses will be on stage. the
Fabulous Vaporizers have the Sat-
urday night gig. Sunday night, the
Monks of Phunk will be back.And
Fonzarelliisin the house Thursday
night. Showtime is 7 ‘il 11.

The Bull One of Duval
Street’s last open-air bars— actu-
ally three bars: The Bull on the first
floor, the Whistle on the second
floor and the clothing-optional
Garden of Eden on the roof. Live
music all day and late into the
night.

Capt. Tony’s Saloon A
Key West landmark at 428 Greene
Street, just off Duval. Since the
1850s, the building has been an ice

CAPT. TONY’S SALOON

house, a telegraph station, a cigar
factory, a bordello and a series of
bars, including the original Sloppy
Joe’s. This is where Hemingway
drank 1933-37. The legendary
Capt. Tony Tarrecino, a charterboat
captain and a former gunrunner,
bought the place in 1958. Tony was
the Mayor of Key West 1989-1991.
Live music every day from noon.
The Carl Peachey Band is the house
band.

Cowboy Bill’s Honky
Tonk Saloon Duval Street’s only
country bar. 610 Duval Street. Live
musicFriday, Saturday, Wednesday
and Thursday. Two stages. Ladies
drink free Wednesdays 9-11. Sports
venue, too. Come ride the bull.

[ f | . £ | |

| [ B / | |
LELAND WILLIAMS is the fea-
tured artist at Cowboy Bill’s.

Finnegan’s Wake An au-
thenic Irish Pub, off the beaten path
at 320 Grinnell Street. Live music
this weekend: Rock Solomon will
beentertaining tonight, Friday, June
24. The music starts at 8.

Green Parrot Bar A Key
West landmark since 1890. A fa-
vorite of locals and visitors alike.
But even regulars were mystified
when, in May 2000, Playboy maga-
zine named the Parrot one of the
24 Best Bars in America. We don’t
make this stuff up. More recently,
the Parrot was named the Best Live
Music Venue in Florida for 2010 by
Florida Monthly Magazine. This is
the home of great drinks and bad
art— and one of the top venues for
live music on the island. Music this
weekend: The Heavy Pets are back
and they’ll be in the house tonight
and tomorrow night, Friday and
Saturday, June 24-25, starting at 10.

They will alsobe doing the Friday
“sound check” this afternoon at
5:30. There’s a Sunday afternoon
“sound check,” too, at 5:30, star-
ring Bong Hits for Geezers.com.
The Red Elveses will be on stage
Wednesday and Thursdaynights,
June 29-30, starting at 10. They
will also do a 5:30 “sound check”
on Wednesday afternoon.
Hogfish Bar & Grill
Funky waterfront venue on Stock

CONTINUED on next page
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Raven Cooper
Sings for

Sunset Pier &

Hot Tin Roof

Happv Hour L \ _6):-'?‘; :
Tues & Wed '

cArthyp

YAMAHA GUITARS
& ACCESSORIES

2 FOR 1 GUITAR
STRINGS!!!

TUNERS, PICKS, STRAPS,
STANDS, MICS,
EFFECT PEDALS. . .

AND MUCH MORE!

294-9329
P B Kannaidy B,
Mior s Pri, 10 <& = Saf, 103

FRIDAY, 7 - 11

THE JONESES

SATURDAY, 7 - 11
THE
W FABULOUS
YAPORIZERS

SUNDAY, 7 - 11
MUNKS
OF PHUNK

THURSDAY, T - 11

FONZARELLI
QQ'Q
H-"-i‘ ;I"'.?):

Sun = Thurs 11am - lam = Fri & Sat 1 1am - 2am
= Delivery in Key West
: Stock Island & Key Haven add *2
404 Southard St. » Key West
305-293-3100

-~ Visa & Mastcrcard Accepicd -

33T
DRIE..
IDT...

52152 loca AUTHENTIC MEXICAN FOOD FROM 1AM - MIDNIGHT ..
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Wed thru Sun * noon - Spm

MICHAEL McCLOUD

 GEORGE VICTORY |
& THE J

' OBSERVANT LION .

BAND
Sun, June 26 + 7 - 11
LATIN CALYPSO
PARTY

bon, June 27« F-11 =]

The Real Malloys »

Tuas, June 28 « 711 j

RAVEN COOPER -
' 8 BUBBA “LOWNOTES -
: Wed, Juns 29 = 7-11

GARY HEMPSEY

Thurs, June 30 « 7 -11

MUSIC ON

FROM previous page
Island. Maybe the best hogfish
sandwich in the world! Live music
this weekend: Robert Douglas &
Michelle Dravis will be on stage
tonight, Friday, June 24, Bubba K
has the Saturday night gig. Show-
time is 6 ‘til 10 both nights.

Hog’s Breath Saloon
Live music every day from 1pm
‘til late.

Pier House Pianist Larry
Smith and guests entertain Friday,
Saturday, Sunday and Monday
evenings in the Wine Galley.
Larry starts at 7. His guests join
him at 9.

Rick’s and Durty Harry’s
Live music every night.

Rum Barrel Apopularres-
taurant, barand music venue atthe
corner of Front and Simonton.

Schooner Wharf Bar

Another top music venue. Famous
mostly-outdoor bar located right
on the water at Key West’s Historic
Seaportat the foot of William Street.
“This must be the center of the
universe,” wrotenewsman Charles
Kurault. Voted Best Locals Bar six
years in a row. Michael McCloud
is on stage every afternoon except
Tuesday, noon ‘til 5. George Vic-
tory and the Observant Lion Band
will play at the Schooner tonight
and tomorrow night, Friday and
Saturday, June 24-25. Showtime is
7 ‘til midnight both nights.

Sloppy Joe’s One of the
most famous bars in the world.
Hemingway’s favoritein the 1930s.
Live music every day from noon
‘til late.

Sunset Pier at the Ocean
Key House, Zero Duval. Talk
aboutawaterfront venue! The pier

The Original

Home of Sloppy Joes
1933 - 1937

‘FIEIT HEMINGWAY’S FAVORITE BAR

n 1936, with the “Green Hills of Africa”

www.kwin.com

THE ROCK

SCHOONER WHARF

sticks right outinto the harbor. The
popular Raven Cooper will be on
stage this Sunday night, June 26.
starting at 7. She also will be in the
house forhappy hour Tuesday and
Wednesday, June 28-29, 4-6:30pm.

Turtle Kraals Live music
on the weekends. Joey Gilmore
returns to Turtle Kraals tonight
and tomorrow night, Friday and
Saturday, June 24-25. Showtime is
5 “til 9 both nights.

Virgilios Live music every
night.

RAVEN COORPER will be on stage
at the Sunset Pier for happy hour
Tuesday and Wednesday, 4 ‘til 6:30.
This weekend, she also has the Sun-
day evening gig, starting at 7.

finished, Ernest regularly had afternoon
drinks at Sloppy Jog's (428 Greene S
with Joe Busszll or Skinner,

Ruseel's S00-pound bartender.
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Baseball, NFL Football, HCICL’.E}-'
& College Hoops, Soccer, Boxing & Special Events

ﬁtﬁ & gtﬂi SPORTS ROCK CAFE

I ALL THE GAMES, ALL THE TIME

POOL TABLES
00 VIDEO GAMES HD ENTRY FIE

- Golf. Tennis, NBA

AT KEY PLAZA *» 11AM-4AM

.
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| MNEXT TO K-MART
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Behind Bars - GREEN PARRO

RICHARD WATHERWAX

Fri & Saf, June 24 & 25 at 0pm
with a 530 saundcheck an Fri

BARTENDER OF

THE WEEK

ALICIA is a bartender at

Don’s Place. Her specialty

drink is a Jameson’s and

ginger.
Tell us who your favorite Sun, June 26 ot 5:30

drink server is: ]
TheBluePaper@kwin.com I

wed & Thurs, June 29 & 30 at I0pm
with a 530 seundcheck on wWed

RED ELViSES

Comer Southard & Whitehead = 294-6133

' LE KRAALS
TURTLE KRAALS

Fri. & Sat. June 24 & 25 from 5-9 pm
Hog's Breath is better

than no breath at all JOEY G[LMORE

Three live acts from |pm until 2am.,

* Full menu of fresh seafood, sandwiches &
claszic island favarites

* Private party & special event room available.

*Warld Famous T-shirts and Merchandise

Yisit us at hogsbreath.com
296-4222 K .
300 Front St, Key West =\ Adrienne

This week HHH'S Breath
Sun.6ris Mon. 6727 SRR Ved, 679 ILTAGED
leoel Melsan Iach loel Melson

Tirn Seemiller EFVWEREIOS chris Cook Bl
Hollohan Bl he

Moose Boles

Fanny Pak The Bon Temps Q000000 t8 Bon Temps
Bon Temps

1lands End Village
294-2440

14353
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MUSIC ON THE ROCK

Yankee Jack Octoberfest in
at the Bull June at Martin’s

Private

NUDE

HIRING

L L E { L %, ) - 'y 0 F ok - - r
. - Pkt Tl
K . .
W o) - - ,
Get Nﬂkﬂd e
L
4 YANKEE JACK is still at the Bull after all these D'WAIDLER MUST will be offering polka and more

this Sunday; June 26, at Octoberfest in June at Mar-
tin’s, 917 Duval Street. The music starts at 7pm.
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Largest Selectiongdn

years. He’s onstage from 1 ‘til 5pm every day except
Wednesday: Request “Friends in Low Places.”
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DJ ENTERTA]IIMEHT \
FOR ALL OCCASIONS
4= IT's NOT TO SOON TO BOOK
» YOUR FALL SPECIAL EVENTS
YAy &2 HOLIDAY PARTIES!
305-296-5195
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O THE ROOF AT THE BULL
AT THE CORNER OF DUVAL AND CARGLINE

tomerservice@kwest.net
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Ooen Daly, %am - S

and the Red Elvises

at the Green Parrot Bar S';AAR'-}L;

WITH
YOU!

WM of the
Florida Keys

305.296.82907

MUSIC ON THE ROCK

THE HEAVY PETS (top left) will be back at the
Parrot tonight and tomorrow night, Friday and
Saturday, June 24-25, starting at 10. They will
also do the Friday “sound check this afternoon
at 5:30. BONG HITS FOR GEEZERS.COM

(above) will do the Sunday afternoon “sound } 5:30 'TIL 10
CheC ” at 5:30. And the RED ELVISES (]eft) s | ’ '__ : ELS"[THI“"} ﬂm.:lpd
are back in town and they will be at the Parrot i | ot
Wednesday and Thursday night, June 29-30, ’ & — weww cifetols com
starting at 10. 7;]1‘16‘}/ v;i]] also do a “sound check” 11§ | i or Call
at 5:30 Wednesday afternoon. } i -

¥ 3 . ' 305-294-0230

COD MADE THE FISH.. WE JUST €O0K IT RIGHT!
10239 $OUTHMARD STREET AT FRAMIES STREET
KEY WILT, FL JI0uwo - 3o5-3 0d-03 10 - whiafinl CAFETOLE S 0m

WEDNESDAYS
MICK I8 BACK & COOKING UP A
NEW ORLEANS STORM.
Eviry WEDNESDAY FOR LUNCH &
MANER. COME JOIN Us FOR Micks
FamMnus GuMeo, MUFFULETTAS,
SHRIMP ETOUEFEE ETC.

Costa Rican CULINARY
Tovr Sumyer 2011

kvl wrer Do ki me this ammer o an B dav 7 nie bslon
covlling, cating, and sightarcing lourin brastifal Codts
Ezﬂﬂ Hoa Vi ol placyial o e, ofgiik Lafns. aid
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_Ef_]' H-']'-_ﬁ T comnlry Lt ol liros lise 8o explons hiking, i lising
Puied bk rolrgE. i Lo 18 Wt bl i oo pcsd
wmabing up B van ca the beab Al iramporislion

(top photo) will beonstagearBo. | Weareknownfor... e e ston o pkd
Wedding Receptions, Private Partics,

;ﬁilés;)ﬁgﬁgﬁgéggzg\a% Fundraising Galas, Children’s Parties, Corporate Events,

at

CLASSH CATERING

(left) have the Sunday gig. THE Eu_i?nm;.‘ulr:[hL'%r!iumr& Eoal Provisioning,
JONESES will be entertaining to- rivate Lbel bervices

night, Friday; and FONZARELLI Owr icland-tnflueieed recipes. .

will be entertaining on Thursday are creative, n'LT'H.IIh wmﬁﬁ;nd presented with 2

night. Showtime is 7 ‘til 11.

pansche thal will dazele vour guests and

stimialate their E'u.h:lzt Jevmeer radd
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DRINK
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FILM

What’s on at the Tropic

e 305-296-0806 www.keylimeshopaon
ANOTHER JUNE ANOTHER JUNE
SPECIAL SPECIAL AT

f

[RISH FUR & EATERY

BEAST OF
BOURBON

8 or. burger dusted in spices

IRISH MUB & EATERY

SWEET TART
SORBET

Made in house with

cheddar, grilled ham &
bourbon glaze on a pretzel
bun with Texas taters
$10.5

Strawberries, Cranberries
& pinch of Fresh ginger
$3.5

320 Grinnell 5t. Key West | 320 Grinnell 5t. Key West

FOR ADVERTISING

CALL 292-2108

‘REMEMBER THE
DATE
FOREVER!!

INSIDE RING, BRACELET & PEM
EMNGRAVINGS NOW AVAILABLE!

FULL SaFTR CAThLO SR A8 TG
BRI DR SVAILAELE|

o T
EMERALDS INTERMATIONAL, LLC

104 DUvAL 5T

05202060

CLUE FRET FEVE T PR T L mﬁ
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by Phil Mann
There’s something new
going on at the Tropic this
summer. Would you believe
ANIMAL HOUSE? Yes, that
Animal House, with John Be-
lushi and the whole awful, ob-
noxious crowd. It’s part of the
Summer of Fun Cult Classics
Series curated by the theater’s
youth movement. The first
in the series, THE BIG LEB-
OWSKIwas asold out hit and
will be repeated this week. So
it's Animal House on Monday
and Lebowski on Wednesday
for double the week’s fun.
What's the draw, since
youcaneasily siton your couch
and watch these movies for
free? Hey, it’s a party. Gather
your buds and share the fun.
The Tropic has a bigger screen
than you do, more seats, and, if
Imay say it, abetter selection of
beer. Here’s a tip: Wear a toga
and get a free bag of popcorn!
After that intro,  have to
pauseamomentbefore turning
to the serious program.....
Opening this week is
WINTER IN WARTIME, the
Netherlands Oscar winner
(they call it the Rembrandt
Award - that’s class) about
Michiel, a thirteen-year old
Dutch boy who aids a downed

BRIDESMAIDS

British pilot during World War
II. Holland is occupied by the
Nazis, whose banners hang
from the public buildings in
his small town. His fatheris the
mayor, a man whose position
leaves him no choice but to
cooperate with the Germans.
As the plot unfolds, no one can
really be trusted in this world
where resistance fighters, in-
formers, and ordinary citizens
are impossible to sort out.

Winter in Wartimeis one
of a new breed of WWII films,
where the good guys and the
bad aren’tcaricatures. Like The
Boy in the Stripped Pajamas,
it views the moral dilemma of
the war through the simplified
eyes of a young man, this time
one of the age where desire
for heroism is natural. Given
the situation, every moment
is tense, as Michiel skirts the
risks of discovery and joins in
a plot to help the pilot escape.
“[H]andsome, exciting and
morally rich....,could become
a lot of boys’ favorite movie.”
(St. Louis Post Dispatch)

Tuesday brings a very
Special Event, a free concert
by the fifty-four person strong
Alabama Youth Chapel Choir.
Live on stage.

Rounding out the pro-

gram are four extremely popu-
lar films held over for more to
enjoy. Woody Allen’s MID-
NIGHTIN PARIS, universally
regarded ashisbestinadecade,
is a fairy tale for lovers of the
Parisian literary golden era of
the Twenties. BRIDESMAIDS
is proof that women can be as
raunchy as men, though they
doitwithmorestyle. PIRATES
OF THE CARIBBEAN: ON
STRANGER TIDES reassures
us that Johnny Depp can do no
wrong. And DOUBLE HOUR
is for all noir thriller lovers.

Things are busy at the
Tropic as these summer promo-
tions unfold. Did youknow that
they are running the Summer
Sizzles deal again? Just ask for
a free card, and when you get
it punched ten times for movie
attendance, your next show is
free. It’s the quickest route to a
free movie pass in town. And if
you're smart enough to sign up
for a Tropic membership (only
$35 for a year), each movie only
costs six bucks. What are you
waiting for?

Full schedules and info at
TropicCinema.com or TCKW.
info

Comments, please, to
pmann99@gmail.com
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Gardi

FROM page 8

the State Attorney to diagnose.
In addjition, the State Attorney
has sponsored symposiums
that only a handful of locally
elected officials have attended,
or even expressed interest in.

Whata cataclysmic waste
of time and resources. How-
ever, if any politician had the
courage to propose a change to
it, it would be political suicide.
Imagine the simple minded
headlines, “Gardi wants to
promote back room deals!”

However, it is the law.
There are many laws as indi-
viduals wemay notagree with,
but it doesn’t change the fact
that it is the law. Until some-
one has the cojones to step up
and change thislaw, we’ll keep
experiencing the only product
of it, political footballs.

This was evident yet
again with the recent boon-
doggle between the school
board and it’sauditcommittee.
Ultimately, the only truth or
revelation that thislatest debate
revealed was thatall we voters
needed to see was right out in
the open all along. We didn’t
need a law to see how some
elected officials behaved right
out in the sunshine.

The abbreviated version
of the latest “fun in the sun”
is that it appears that School
Administration met with the
Teachers Union officials to iron
out the details, or a Memoran-
dum of Understanding for a
contractthatwassubsequently
ratified in a second meeting
open to the public.

According to School
Board Chairman John Dick,
concerned that the first meet-
ing may have been a Sunshine
violation as suggested by the
School Board'’s attorney, Inter-
nal Auditor Ken Gentile asked
Dick if it was something that
should be discussed with the
State Attorney. Audit Com-
mittee Chair Stuart Kessler
proactively raised the concern
with Gentile as well. Dick ap-
propriately suggested that they
didn’thave theluxurytocherry

pickwhen theyshould gotothe
State Attorney. A subsequent
discussion with Dennis Ward
resulted in a determination by
Assistant State Attorney Mark
Wilson that there was in fact a
Sunshine Law violation. While

neither party benefited from the

infractionitwassuggested that
the contract should be renego-
tiated to cure the infraction to
eliminate any subsequent legal
challenges. Since thenamyriad
of arguments have been made
regarding whether or not the
infraction occurred and what
should be done about it. Even
Jesus Jara, second in com-
mand of the School District,
and School Board Vice Chair
Andy Griffiths got in the fray
with opinions from the Florida
Education Negotiators.

While I think itis a classic
example of the waste of time
and resources the Sunshine
Law creates, thosereporting the
infraction did exactly what they
were supposed to do. Again, it
is the law, end of story.

Butthat’smy whole point
about the Sunshine Law, it
sounds good, butis uselessand
a waste of our tax dollars. And
moreimportantly, whoneedsit
when we have such a glaring
example of what we should
really be paying attention to as
evidenced by what happened
next? You see, apparently
Gentile’sand Kessler’s concern
about the violation irked a few
School Board members. I guess
they stepped on some toes.

So in a hastily drawn up
motion ata School Board meet-
ing on Tuesday, June 14 the
School Board “disciplined” the
auditcommitteeby suspending
them for sixty days, and requir-
ing them to take ethics training.
Ethics training? Really? This
occurred while Board Chair-
man John Dick was out of the
country and the meeting was
led by, and motion promoted
by Vice Chair Andy Griffiths.
The motion was supported by
Griffiths, and board members
Duncan Mathewson, and Ron
Martin.

Folks, the audit commit-
tee is a group of incredibly
gifted professional accountants

and auditors, and this is their
reward? These individuals
have volunteered for up to 25
hours per week as a service to
their community. In essence,
they serve to make up for
the shortcomings of the skill
sets of paid politicians like
Griffiths and Mathewson. I
struggle to remember a time
when Griffiths or Mathewson
did anything proactively aside
from cheerleading, and this is
when they decide to step up
and assert their tenacity. And
excuse me but didn’t Ron Mar-
tinjust campaign ona theme of
transparency?

Now thelatestGriffithism
is to profusely apologize and
offer to rescind the sanctions?
He should consider resigning
instead.

Regardless of this wishy
washy backpedalling, this
brand of “leadership” only
serves to discourage talented
professionals from volunteer-
ing to help our schools, in
exchange for controlling the
release of truth. The preference
for appearance over reality is
exactly what we as members
of the public are fed up with.
That’s all the sunshine I need.
We don’t need feelgood cheer-
leaders, we need more watch-
dogs like John Dick. Keep that
in mind next time you vote.

yOPicy
{Lmen S U
Dollar Plus Store

EVERYDAY
IGREETING CARDS

50¢

NAIL POLISH 25¢
OR 5 FOR 51.00

15% piscounT
Tuesday & Saturday
Discount excludes greeting cands,
batteries, candy & drinks
SUMMER HOURS
Maon-Sat, 10-6 « Sun Closed

917 Frances Strect
296-6959 or J04-3911
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MICHAEL JOWES
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10 YEARS IN KEY WEST

90763 o NOW 58, 104

we & CUCHIBAR

 THAl CUSINE RESTAURANT
s cpene o1 294-04 74

1Ehuu|

Cusine

Voled #1 Locale
Cuchi Roctaurant

LOCATED INCIDE

 COMMERCIAL RESTAURANT
& WASHER /DRYER
EQUIPMENT REPAIR

No travel charge for Eey West area
Warrantee Work » Licensed & Insured

HATCH REPAIR
R96-7677 « 360-5708

Visa, Master Card and

422 FLEMING

NeQTSTUFF

wrd (sl ST Toal

WOMEN’S

CLOTHING

High Fashion
Low Prices

Amex Accepted

KEY WEST BUSINESS CENTER

STREET

OFFICES FOR RENT

SECRETARIAL SERVICE
FAX | COPY SERVIGE
Computerorkstations

BEUSINESS
IDENTITY

VIRTUAL
OFFICE

1 F :llluu a n-vw

Working an
homa

i all Lynn 305-296-4087

for detaals
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If your club or organization has something
special happening, let us know in three

sentences. Send to:
e rhonda@kwitn.com, or

e PO box 567, Key West FL 33041
Info due by noon on Tuesday before Friday
publication. No attachments, please.

DIVORGE
WITHOUT WAR

Drene e dible com
305-294-3413

A REAL
KEY WEST
PHOTO
JOURNAL

key '.'-.’EET.ﬂ]‘\u {/the blog
PHOTOGRAPHY & VIDEQ
SERVICES AVAILABLE

keywesttheblog.
blogspot.com

FRED @ 296-7680

HELP WANTED
Medical Billing
Trainees Needed!
Hospitals, Doctors &
Insurance hiring nowl
No experience needed
Local training & Job
Placement available
HE Diploma or GED
W qualify for Program

1-888-778-0456

www.kwin.com

THE COMMUNITY

PLEASE SEE OUR NEW
COMMUNITY PAGES SUBMIS-
SION GUIDELINES AT LEFT.

TAKE STOCK OFFERS
ONLINE VIRTUAL CAMPUS
TOURS--A new collection of vir-
tualtours of Florida’s most popular
collegeshasbeenlaunched by Take
Stock in Children, a statewide
non-profit organization with a 16
year history of helping low-income
and at-risk youth break the cycle
of poverty by providing scholar-
ships, mentors and hope. this free
online service gives students who
donothavethe meansto travel and
tour schools the chance to “visit”
themonline..Available exclusively
through Take Stock in Children’s
website, www.TakeStockInChil-
dren.org, the online virtual tours
will highlight key aspects of
various state college campuses in
order to assist students during the
college selection process. Scholars
will be able to virtually visit 15 of

HELP WANTED
FINNEGAN'S WAKE
is accepting
applications for
Day Time
delivery driver.
Must have clean
drivers license
& own scooter
Apply in person,
320 Grinnell St.

: W Y.

P (LT ey

RICHARL WATHERWAX FHOTOLEAPHY
EMAIL: WILLYWAX@BEBROLMET

PHEOME & (3095 2594 3740

WERBSTTE @ S0y W AT ERSF A COM
SMUCGKMUG : hopeffwatherwax smugmug com/
FACERL 1!‘.")!&'....'[':,11..* my name ine the search

bz, and click on photos.

the most-attended state colleges
throughout Florida.

KIDS” SUMMER READ-
ING PROGRAM ATKEY WEST
LIBRARY--Allkids areinvited to
joinin “One World, Many Stories”
this summer by participating
in the Key West Library’s sum-
mer library program. Summer
Reading is a two-part program
which includes a weekly reading
incentive program and Saturday
activity program filled with read-
ing for prizes, games, and more.
Kids can pick up a reading log
any time from now through July
and read for prizes. Starting Sat-
urday, July 9, kids will be invited
to participate in our interactive
part of Summer Reading. The
Saturday programs start at 1pm.
Summer programs for teens and
tweens, too. For more info, sto
by the library, call (305) 292-3595,
or email Howanitz-nancy@mon-
roecounty-fl.gov.

The “One World, Many
Stories” summer library program
is sponsored by the Key West
Monroe County Public Library
and the Friends of the Key West
Monroe County Public Library.

SIGSBEE CHARTER
SCHOOL OPENINGS--Sigsbee
Charter School is now accepting
registrations for the 2011-2012
school year for grades K-6. Sigs-
bee will be expanding to a k-8
school, starting with the addition
of a sixth grade next year. Itis a
free, not-for-profitschool of choice
and all students are eligible to
enter the lottery for admissions.
Go to www.sigsbee.org for up-
to-date information about lottery
procedures and the wonderful op-
portunities for students at Sigsbee
Charter. Read about our marine
science inquiry-based program,
get informed about our middle
school, look at past newsletters
and read our FAQs. All required

registration documents are listed
at the website. More info: ( 305-
294-1861

LIBRARY LAUNCHES
ADULT SUMMER READING
PROGRAM--For years, the Key
West Library has run a Summer
Reading program forkids; this year,
the Libraryisalsoinviting adults to
keep track of their reading, share
reading logs with the library—and
enter for a chance to win prizes
including gift certificates from lo-
cal businesses. Reading logs and
suggested titles and authors can be
picked up now; weekly drawings
will start on Sat., July 9. More info:
(305) 292-3595 or neihouse-kris@
monroecounty-fl.gov.

ALZHEIMERS CAREGIV-
ERS SUPPORT GROUP--For
people caring for loved ones with
Alzheimers, demential or brain
injuries. The group is free and meets
the 2nd and 4th Thurs. of every
month, 5-6:30pm at Hospice/VNA,
1319 William St. More info: (732)
539-2927.

FREE BLOOD PRESSURE
SCREENINGS--Visiting Nurse
Association & Hospice of the FL
Keysis offering free blood pressure
clinics in the following locations:
Every second Thurs. of the month
in Big Pine Key at the Dallas Mac-
Donald Senior Center, 11am—12pm.
Every third Tues. of the month in
Plantation Key at the Plantation
Key Senior Center, 1lam—-12pm.
Every third Monday of the month
in Marathon at the Marathon Levitt
Senior Centeer, 11:30am-12:30pm.
More info: (305) 294-4310x35 or
bminer@hospicevna.com

INGHAM & USS MO-
HAWK CGC NEEDS VOLUN-
TEERS!-1Located on the Truman
Waterfront at the foot of Southard
St. Two WWII era US Coast Guard
ships open 7 days a week from
10am-4:30pm for self-guided tours.

CONTINUED on next page
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THE COMMUNITY

FROM previous page
Welcome guests from around the
world. Voted a top tourist attrac-
tion in Key West. Morning and
afternoon 3 hour shifts available,
very flexible. For more info call
Nick at (978) 479-3864.

PET FOOD PANTRY
NEEDS HELP--Pet food dona-
tionboxes are set up at Albertsons,
Pampered Pet, and Fausto’s Flem-
ing Streetlocation. Petfood canalso
be taken directly to St. Mary’s Star
of the Sea Outreach Mission, where
the Pet Food Pantryishoused (5640
McDonald Ave., Stock Island) or
to the FKSPCA’s shelter at 5230
College Road on Stock Island. To
make a monetary contribution,
checks can be made payable to the
FKSPCA Pet Food Pantry and sent
t05230 College Road, Key West, FL.
33040. Credit card payments can
be made by calling (305) 294-4857.
The PetFood Pantry is openduring
the normal working hours of The
Outreach Mission. Call them at
(305) 292-3013 for details.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
ATTROPIC CINEMA—All areas
of operation. Flexible schedules,
free passes, popcorn, and t-shirts.
Info: Lori Reid, 877-761-FILM or
volunteer@tropiccinema.com.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
ATKEY WEST TROPICAL FOR-
EST & BOTANICAL GARDEN'’S
VISITOR CENTER--Become a
greeter and use your talents to help
the garden grow. Two 3-hour shifts
per day available to do your part
to help Key West's original “green
team.” If you can’tcommittoareg-
ular schedule but are interested in
helping as a fill-in, that would also
beappreciated. Training provided.
More info: (305) 296-1504.

GIVE THE GIFT OF LIFE--
To find out when the bloodmobile
will be at a location near you, call
your Community Blood Center at
(305) 294-7668.

REEF RELIEF--Join Reef
Relief for only $15 and get many
membership perks in addition to
helping helping raise awareness
about protecting coral reefs. www.
reefrelief.org or (305) 294-3100.

WANT TO BE A LITER-
ACY VOLUNTEER? More than
100 students waiting to be tutored.
You do not have to speak another
language to be a tutor. Info: Mary
at (305) 294-4352.

GRANTS AVAILABLE
TO WRITERS, MUSICIANS,
ACTORS, ARTISTS—Contact the
Florida Keys Council of the Arts,
(305) 295-4369.

BOATING COURSES--The
U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary con-
ducts boating courses throughout
the year. Info: 1-888-470-5566.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED-
-AIDS HELP, INC. needs volun-

teers to help with transportation,
office work, special events, etc. Call
(305) 296-6196.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED-
-The local unit of the American
Cancer Society seeks volunteer
drivers to provide transportation
for cancer patients to treatments
and licensed cosmetologists,
or hairdressers, to help cancer
patients feel good about their
appearance while undergoing
cancer treatment. Info: (305) 292-
2333 x112.

LALECHELEAGUE—TFree
monthly meeting for pregnant and
breastfeeding moms; mother to
mother support and current info.
Non-denominational, non-profit.
Held 4:30-5:30pm on the second
Thurs. of each month at the Key
West Library, 700 Fleming St. Info:
Eva (305) 295-8597.

DONATIONS NEEDED
AT ST. MARY’S STAR OF THE
SEA OUTREACH MISSION--
Please deliver any unused food
and other basic survival items to
the mission location at 5640 Mac-
Donald Avenue on Stock Island,

Monday through Friday. 10am-
5pm. Info: (305) 292-3013.

CITIZENSHIP CLASSES-
-Literacy Volunteers offers free
Citizenship classes for intermedi-
ate English as a Second Language
students. Info: (305) 294-4352.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
AT WILDLIFE CENTER--Key
West Wildlife Center has re-
opened to accept injured animals.
Volunteers and donations are
needed. Questions and info: (305)
292-1008.

Thai

Cusine
e 5 CUCHI BAR

Voled #1 Locale
Diszhi Rostaurant

F LOCATED INCIDE
THAI CICIMNE RECTALIRANT

serene b [A fﬂl| Hall
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Widow

RICHARD WATHERWAX

A REAL PHOTOGRAPHER » 294-3740
ADVERTISING * PORTRAITURE + WEDDINGS

e-mail: w

illywax@bboi.net

www.watherwax.com
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Dry Cleaning + PickUp' Delivery
C astal Tues/Thurs Shirt Special

Same Day Service = Alterations
CIEHHEFS Draperies/Comforters

reer 15 ey Ex ence in Dy Clean

L] 1107 Treman Ave. Key Wit 305-294.- 1Fi1 B

Dry

sland Business Systems

OVER 50 YEARS EXPERIENCE
IN THE KEYS
SALES = SERVICE = SUPPLIES

RESTAURANT & BAR
TOUCHSCREEN J/ PO.S. INSTALLATIONS

COPIERS = COMPUTERS « CASH REGISTERS
PRINTERS - SCAMNNERS

SHARP TEC TOSHIBA

AND MOST OTHER BRANDS

AT IBS — WE GIVE SERVICE, NOT EXCUSES!
ISLAND BUSINESS SYSTEMS

SERVICING MONROE COUNTY
305 - 393 - 0488
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Mldmght in Paris

Written and Directed
by Woody Allen j
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Showtimas

416 Eaton St. 377 Ly
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hitehead
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FOR YOUR
GOLD, JEWELRY
OR COINS

Large Selection of New Jewelry
Savings up to 50%

Your Local Jeweler for 15 Years

FLORIDA KEYS JEWELRY & PAWN | —
2318 N. Roosevelt Blvd. ¢ 305-296-7880 @ smoin  "OCATONS g criome

W Still Everyone’s Favorite After 21 Years
[
. THE THE NEY WEST
mjégsu. Soortonn 7 pENGEEE EANPUVEEN PHONES, ETC.
’ & T 296-5333 1075 Duval St. ® Duval Square = 292-9559 Searstown * Duval Square = 296-7030

YOUR ONE-STOP SERVICE CENTERS
FOR SHIPPING & COMMUNICATION SERVICES

~@=

WESTERN UNION SERVICES

Money sent & received
SMART SHIP SERVICE SYSTEM E pageplus
Find the best rate for needed MOMNEY ORDERS B oriand Desier
delivery time 22¢ fee for amounts up to 5500
EXPERT PACKAGING PHOMNE CARDS %
Check our price for artworks Best rate to all countries
PACKIMG SUPPLIES BILL PAYMENT CENTER WIRELESS PHOME ACCESSORIES
For the do-it-yourselfers Pay bills for over 3500 companies For all makes & models

All Competifors Coupons Are Honored

Many Still Call Us “the home of 101 services”




